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UM LAW SCHOOL AWARDED $5^,150 GRANT
FOR MONTANA DEFENDER PROJECT
MISSOULA-- The University of Montana School of Lav is the recipient of a
$5^,150 grant from the National Legal Aid and Defender Association to support
the school’s nearly $112,000 Montana Defender Project over the next three years,
according to Robert E. Sullivan, dean.
He received notice of the grant from Orison S. Marden, chairman of the Ad
visory Council of the National Defender Project.

The Project is supported to

the tune of $6.1 million by Ford Foundation funds.

Charles L. Decker is director

of the National Project and Theodore Voorhees of Philadelphia is president of
the National Legal Aid and Defender Association, which is headquartered in the
American Bar Center, Chicago.
Dean Sullivan said the overall

objective of the new program of legal aid

in Montana is the inauguration of a practical program dedicated to providing equal
justice for all, rich and poor alike.
Ultimately the entire legal profession in Montana will be involved in affect
ing this comprehensive program of legal aid, which makes available to assigned
counsel the assistance of third year law students and the coordination of a com
prehensive program of legal aid in criminal matters.
Dean Sullivan said there will be three basic objectives of the Montana
Defender Project.
crime.

The first is legal assistance to indigents accused of a

This aid can take the form of a law senior assisting regularly assigned

counsel in a case, or a senior law student representing a client in Montana Justice
of the Peace courts where laymen may presently represent their peers.
(more)
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The second aspect of the program vill place primary emphasis during the
summer months on senior lav student assistance to assigned counsel in Indian
cases that vill he tried in the Federal Courts in Montana.

Tvo student-interns

vill probably be located adjacent to the larger reservations in Eastern Montana,
near Billings and Glasgov, and tvo more vill be located in Missoula.
The interns vill also survey the organization and operation of tribal courts
to give the factual basis from vhich a code of procedure for Indian Tribal Courts
is to be formulated.
Many Indian tribal judges do not have an adequate acquaintance vith due pro
cess of lav or Constitutional rights.

The efforts of the project vill be to help

the tribal judges form tribal court procedures and resolve conflicts of juris
diction betveen the tribal, state and federal courts.
In the third place, Dean Sullivan said the program vould provide qualified
lav seniors to assist Supreme Court investigations of convicts' claims their
legal rights had been denied.

These investigations vill be developed in records

of lover court proceedings and lav library research.
He declared the Project vas not a service program, but rather one designed
to set up a permanent Montana Defender program.

The Dean said it vas first and

foremost an educational tool; to provide an internship situation for experienced
lav students.

It is also geared to develop a sensitivity in nev lavyers to the

need for adequate representation of a client accused of a crime.
The Montana Defender Project is in some vays a result of a case in the Fort
Belnap Tribal court.

In

1963,

Madeline Colliflover, a member of the Gros Ventres

Tribe on the Fort Belnap Reservation vas given a $25 fine or five days in jail by
(more)
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Indian Judge Hawley, because she ignored a court order to stop pasturing her
cattle in someone else's field.
She did not receive a trial, but Francis Conklin, a Jesuit law professor
at Spokane’s Gonzaga University, took an interest in her case and brought it
before Montana's U.S. District Court on a writ of habeas corpus.

Failing there,

he went to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and then back to the
Montana District Court where the writ was eventually granted.
A newly appointed law faculty member, William F. Crowley of Helena, has
been assigned the directorship of the project, Dean Sullivan reported.

He said

Crowley's qualifications for the position were excellent.
Crowley is a member of the bar in Montana and California and holds his LL.B.
from the UM and his Master's in Law from New York University.

He has been

Assistant and First Assistant Attorney General of Montana, and as such he in
augurated

the Law Enforcement Conference for peace officers and he wrote the

law for establishment of the Montana Law Enforcement Academy.
He was deputy county attorney in Lewis and Clark county before accepting
the Law School appointment and is a member of the Criminal Law Revision Com
mission.
Besides Director Crowley, there is to be a secretary for the project, four
full-time seniors in the summer and most of the law seniors involved in the one
hour course during the academic year.
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